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The team hears the frantic shouts before they see a
man running to the shelter carrying a dog l imp in his
arms.

I t  has been hi t  by a car,  barely al ive.  Time is cr i t ical .  The
vet quickly stops the bleeding and does a physical
examinat ion.  I t ’s  bad. Maybe mult ip le f ractures,  organ
damage. They have to get him to a centre in town with an
X-Ray machine, i f  he can hang on…

This al l  too common scenar io is heart  breaking for the
Darjeel ing Animal Shel ter .  Working for Animals wants to
help them to save count less more l ives.

After careful  consul tat ion,  the team has found the perfect
solut ion.  The Konica Minol ta Aero DR NS System with
Medion 100mA mobi le X-Ray Machine and Bucky Table.

Instant X-Rays with the imaging quickly avai lable on a
laptop to make the r ight  cal l  for  animals f ight ing against
the c lock to stay al ive.

Please help us to raise the funds to provide this game-
changing technology.
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The X-ray machine at  Kal impong shel ter
has saved count less l ives .

Working for Animals 

BSB: 062-247
Account: 1006 6963

Or Scan the
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Animals routinely present at the two shelters we
support with a range of injuries and condit ions. Dogs,
cats,  cows, horses, even camels are brought in,  often
suffering and in great pain.

Our sister shel ter  at  Kal impong has an X-ray machine and
i t  is  rout inely used to scan and diagnose in jur ies.  
Kal impong also has the equipment to test  and analyse
blood samples.  

Both shel ters need upgrades to meet the demand for care.
The f i rst  step is for  Dar jeel ing to obtain an X-Ray machine,
which wi l l  t ransform cl in ical  outcomes. 

Celebrat ing 25 years of  compassionate service to the
animals of  Kal impong's hi l ls ,  th is shel ter  needs upkeep and
improvement.  Every contr ibut ion,  no matter how big or
smal l ,  p lays a crucial  ro le in carry ing out th is project .

Wish List

1. Puppy Shed Construct ion Project

2.  ABC Kennels – Roof Shed Repair  Project

3.  Shel ter  Dog Shed – Fencing Replacement Project

4.  Cl in ic Roof Renovat ion Work

5. Volunteer House Renovat ion Project

6.  New Land Fencing Project

7.  Shr ine Room (Meditat ion Room) Renovat ion

We welcome vis i tors to our Shr ine Room, a t ranqui l  space
within the shel ter  where indiv iduals seeking solace dur ing
animal t reatment can meditate or rest .  Over t ime, the room
has aged, necessi tat ing maintenance work.
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Puppy Shed: New foundat ion,
f rame and roof ing.

Dog Shed: Demol ish old
fencing, instal l  new chain l ink
fencing.

Cl in ic Roof:  Remove old,
wooden raf ters,  replace with
weatherproof,  galvanised steel .

Land Fencing: Fencing for land
acquired for use as a dog run.

Puppy Shelter

Dog Shelter  Shed
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The DAS team completed
their  ABC (Animal Bir th
Control)  t ra in ing at  a 12-
day program in Goa.

Top: The team at
Darjeel ing are swamped
with an average 440 cases
a month,  in addi t ion to
rescues and adopt ions.

Left :  A dog is marked af ter
being vaccinated dur ing
the Ant i rabies Vaccinat ion
dr ive in Mir ik Municipal i ty.

Left :  The Vet team
attended to 203 cl in ical
cases in Apr i l ,  including
78 ovar iohysterectomy
operat ions as part  of  the
ABC Programme. 

DARJEELING AN IMAL SHELTER
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KALIMPONG ANIMAL SHELTER  

The team treated  405 cases in
Apr i l  a lone!

Right:  One of  140 dogs
vaccinated so far th is moth.

Bottom lef t :  An X-ray saved this
t iny puppy, which had a radial
f racture,  t reated by Dr Deo
Pandey. He has already started
to walk.

Bottom r ight :  Fol lowing the
rescue of  a rabid dog, Dr Deo,
Roshan, Yogi ta and Dr Mihir
f rom Darjeel ing found the
owners.  The dog had bi t ten a
neighbour and the ent i re fami ly
was advised to be vaccinated.
The government veter inary team
gave dogs in the area post-bi te
doses.



THE CROSS ROAD PAGE 02

Did you grow up with companion animals? 
 
Dur ing my chi ldhood days ,  I  d id grow up in a v i l lage in Rajasthan where we had
community dogs special ly one who was very c lose to me named ‘Kal i ’  .  Other than that
we had catt le and goats in our home so l i fe was always surrounded by animals .  
 
When and why did you decide to become a vet?
 
Dur ing my school  days, I  leaned towards science and af ter  my secondary educat ion,  I
opted for a Science Biology stream when I  had the opportuni ty to work wi th animals -
that ’s the moment when I  decided to be a vet .  With lots of  hard work I  cracked the
prel iminary vet  exam and got ranked in the top ten in India and got admission to Asia’s
oldest vet  school ,  Mumbai Veter inary Col lege, where I  completed my Bachelor in
Veter inary Science & Animals Husbandry under the Veter inary Counci l  of  India.
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Q&A with Dr Mohit  Mitharwal

When did you come to DAS? 
 
I  jo ined DAS as shel ter  Veter inar ian f rom in
June, 2023 .  Before that  I  volunteered and
worked in di f ferent animal shel ters and
NGOs across the country.  
 
 
What do you l ike best about your work
there?  
 
I  love the work environment of  our shel ter  so
much .  Every staf f  member is dedicated to
help animals and make a change in their  l i fe.
I  love doing rescues in di f f icul t ,  chal lenging
and hi l ly  areas of  Dar jeel ing and helping the
furry babies.  
 
 
What do you see as the major
achievements of KAS and DAS? 
 
We are the only Animal NGO located in th is
vic in i ty.  I f  anyone sees any dog in distress,
they instant ly cal l  our helpl ine number and
our team responds quickly to rescue the
animal as soon as possible .  
Awareness programmes by the shel ter  are
also making a t ransformat ive di f ference in
the society regarding animals.  I f  anyone
can’ t  af ford the basic charge we treat them
for f ree and assure l i fet ime help for  the
animals.
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Adoptions! 
Just some of the animals who found their  forever homes dur ing our latest

Adopt ion appeal . . .
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Subscribe... 
to the WFA Newsletter,
it's quick and simple at

our website

https://www.workingfor
animals.org.au/

Recent reports c la im that India has the highest number of  stray dog at tacks in the world.

In an art ic le by f reelance journal ist  Monjor ika Bose, the terr ib le pract ice of  i l legal
breeding for dog f ights highl ights the concerns around animals bred in cruel ty to be
aggressive.  The art ic le also makes the case for providing love, care and food for
community dogs.

“ I t ’s  only when stray dogs go hungry and are tor tured or beaten by local  secur i ty guards
and people wi th st icks and stones that they turn aggressive and ferocious.”  said Mansie
Kumar,  an animal wel fare volunteer in Delhi

“Feeding stray dogs is very important,  as wel l - fed dogs wi l l  fa l l  s ick less and be at
peace.. .   feeding one’s local  stray animals and coming to their  medical  a id should be
recognised as purely an act  of  k indness.”  

There are an est imated 70 mi l l ion stray dogs in India.  They of ten lead short ,  brutal  l ives
due to disease, malnutr i t ion and in jury.  

That ’s why the Kal impong and Darjeel ing shel ters are essent ia l  in providing pr imary
care for s ick and in jured animals.  
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India ’s  Stray Dogs

The ongoing ABC program
is helping to ensure the
dog populat ion is
sustainable and the ant i
rabies vaccinat ion
program has great ly
improved the heal th of
both canines and humans
in the area

The work of  our shel ters,
and many others,  is
shaping a better future.

https://www.firstpost.com/author/monjorika-bose/

